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The Story the Trapp 


Trapp, Maria Augusta. 
Nov. 1949. 309p. 


Family Singers. Lippincott. 
$3.50. 


This love story. Not the traditional boy-meets-girl- 
type—though not every love story can boast the excite- 
ment Austrian baron who jilts princess marry 
alittle postulant from nearby convent. Rather, this 
astory love God, love one’s family and one’s 
nighbor, love magnificently exemplified the 
Trapp family life was daily intoned their superb 
her final page, the mother that family 
sums the quarter-century experiences which shaped 
the famous choir and transplanted them from Austria, 
putting down their roots deep Vermont soil, saying: 


“As the weeks, the months, the years by, see more 
and more that only one thing necessary happy 
and make others happy, and that one thing not 
money, nor connections, nor health—it love What- 
ever faults may committed, big small, whatever 
may pile the horizon, dark and threatening, 
love will overcome all.” 


She should know. Her account the big family three 
boys, seven girls, their father, and their chaplain, proves 
from the time she entered the Baron’s castle governess 
his little sick daughter the penultimate chapter 
which she describes length his last days and death. 
Between the two episodes she tells her coaxing the 
Baron’s children sing part songs, songs she had learned 
Austrian Alps when with youngsters her own age 


she had hiked and sung, and learned her native folk 
songs cottages and village-sings. bank failures 
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brought end the Trapp family fortunes and Nazi 
pressure became threateningly heavy, the former U-boat 
commander and his brood fled America begin the 
difficult business coaxing American music-lovers like 
their exquisite but unfamiliar music, learning show- 
manship and program-making, and adjusting their lives 
the diminished income their concerts brought them. 


Great Maria Augusta Trapp’s musicianship undoubted- 
is, must slighter than her gift for friendship. For 
everywhere the family went, they made friends—good 
friends, influential and wealthy, who helped the new- 
comers their engagements, their house-hunting, and 
their acquisition American ways. Episode after episode 
shows, however, that the friendship and help was two- 
way flow, and that the Trapps were open-handed and 
open-hearted their benefactors. 


Over and under and through-and-through the story, like 
dye impregnating thick fabric, their Catholic way 
life. Expressed Austria the ceremonials feast 
days well the daily Mass said their chapel, and 
the many acts devotion daily, was climaxed drama- 
tically America their raising huge cross their 
Vermont farm symbol their first act possession. 


the successful book one which has something for 
many readers, this richly successful work. The musi- 
cian will find much interest him the concerts, the 
unfamiliar instruments, the searching out new scores, 
the The armchair traveler will enjoy the 
accounts pre-war Austria, travel wartime America, 
and the language difficulties the Mothers 
families will admire the young stepmother’s handling 
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158 Trapp Grossman McCormack 


her charges and envy her ability knit them into the 1830’s the Cooper family traveled abroad, 
strong, unified group, without damage their individual- strength his securing minor consular post. One 
ities. The humanist will respond the gracious, warm- his European travels was make Cooper critical 
hearted, resiliant woman who writes the story lightly, America and her customs, and cause him publish; 
smoothly and idiomatically. there was ghost writer bitter attack upon certain aspects democracy 
behind the curtain, his spectral hand could not subdue called Home Found, which was not only bitter 
the main character’s dominant personality, nor reduce the very dull, and out the critical attacks which 
exuberance her family’s joy work and play. But numerous law-suits started Cooper. His last 
there was ghost writer, should tapped smartly work was the highly socio-economic trilogy, composed 
the wrist for attributing the oldie, “the ghost was willing Satanstoe, The Chainberer, and Redskins, which 
but the meat was soft” the Baroness’ early attempts peared the mid-1840’s; Cooper died 1851, not 
Americanese. composition admirably sustained tirely convinced that American democracy was 
otherwise, however, the one small false note would good thing, but sure that had helped greatly 
petty thing criticize. pret and its geographic locale the world. 


Helen Butler, Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Librarianship, Department Library Science 
Marywood College, Catholic University America 
Scranton, Pennsylvania Washington 17, 


Grossman, James. James Fenimore Cooper. Sloane McCormack, Lily. Hear You Calling Me. 
Associates. Dec. 1949. 286p. $3.50. Nov. 15, 1949. $2.75. 
Subtitled “The Story John McCormack”, 
biography the work the widow the great Irish tenor 
was not the greatest tenor all time, 
was certainly the most beloved the world, and 
McCormack’s book does much explain why. 
judge some biographies very high literary 
standards, since those who read the great whom 
were personally attached—as many were 
find ample reward having called again 
This volume follows the pattern earlier books the ear favorite voices seeing beloved faces the 
series being bio-bibliographical survey Cooper; eye. Mrs. McCormack’s book does such job recalling 
not profound, and not concerned with minute textual and that not much literature does not spoil the 
problems, but very satisfying introduction, and quite reading. 


lead dusting off works many The story begins pretty much medias res, with the firs 

John McCormack and the girl who was 
After having spent early manhood gentleman farming, wife, and sets us, before long, the midst the 
looking after the family investments, working the local fabulously successful career Ireland’s great son. 
Bible society (in Cooperstown, New York, the family seat, Cormack’s first critical successes began when 
and now much better known for its baseball connections), eighteen, and from that time until his retirement, 
Cooper entered upon authorship 1820, the age 31. knew very little adverse criticism. Musically and 
His first novel, traditionally done because had criticized cially, was fortune’s darling, and this very much the 
another book saying, could better than that happy lifetime, centered about the family 
myself”, was called Precaution, was inspired mainly chapel, the concert-hall, and the family hearth. Concert 
Jane Austen, and was dismal failure. giving took the McCormacks from one end the earth 


Thirteen months later, this early misstep was well re- the other—quite literally—but John and the family 
deemed with the publication The Spy, immediately were happiest Moore Abbey Ireland, where the 
successful, and immediately indicative Cooper the center things was the family chapel, and the best time 
fact that his field lay America and her early history. the year Christmas, with McCormack leading the 


1823, the way for the future was even more clearly family rendition Mass Adeste Fideles. 

pointed out, with the great success The Pioneers, the Friendliness was certainly John McCormack’s outstanding 
first the “Leatherstocking” series, and the first feature talent, and this book much record 
Natty Bumppo, immediately successful character with his friendships, anything else. Pope Pius XI, whom 
the reading public—and remain for century and John was Papal Chamberlain and hereditary Count, 
more, even Lawrence being numbered among his heads the list; Toscanini, Gene Tunney, Sir Edward Elgar, 
twentieth-century admirers. the five volumes this James Stephens, James Joyce, Cochrane, Jame 
series, The Last the Mohicans probably the most Farley—all these and others move through the pages, and 
popular, and, Grossman believes, the best the lot realize why they were drawn the man who 
nically. Against other background did Cooper write ceased realize, and frequently admit, that his voice 
felicitously, though certain amount success came from straight from God. 

his sea stories, which Red Rover perhaps the best; The Coronation the present Pope was one the 
these had their inception three-year period his greatest events the closing years McCormack’s 
youth which Cooper spent the Navy. Then was the thick the War, giving concerts 


This latest volume the American Men Letters series 
continues worthily the task re-evaluating our important 
writers. Mr. Grossman, literary man avocation and 
lawyer profession, has written widely already 
American literature and criticism, and seems well fitted 
for this survey writer now rather forgotten, but per- 
haps one day have the kind revival currently being 
experienced the works Melville. 
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throughout England for the British troops, and beginning, was apparently desire impose some sort form 
the weariness the war and too much singing, the upon this welter material which prompted the compiler 
decline that lead his death September 16, 1945. write not only introduction the book, but also 
introduction each its five major divisions. These 
introductions are curiously unsatisfactory. They are pre- 
tentious tone, sometimes delving into sociological theory 
and exegesis, but doing very little integrate the mass 
material that follows. Here, example, the “expla- 
nation” that Virginia Dare story you heard your 
mother’s unsuspecting knee: 
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All who remember John McCormack gloriously trium- 
phant Don Giovanni simply sentimental, the best 
sense the word, “Eileen Alanna” “Where E’er 
You Walk” “The Garden Where the Praties Grow”, 
will enjoy this simply done should not have been 
extrinsically marred the mis-spellings and typographical 
errors that abound virtually every page. complete 
McCormack Discography, Philip Roden, will very “First the golden ages the South’s heroic saga the 
helpful collectors the tenor’s hundreds recordings. epic period English exploration and colonization, which 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., flowered the legends Virginia Dare and Pocahontas, 

the patron saints the founding the South’s greatness. 


Department Library Science, 


Catholic University America While the high and pristine birth Virginia Dare satis- 
Science, Washington 17, fies the historical requirements ancestral deity, her 
disappearance with the ‘Lost Colony’ Roanoke akin 
the sacred myth the sacrifice the first-born child 
purchase divine favor and insure the welfare the 
Botkin, Treasury Southern Folklore; tribe” (p. 146, carrying footnote reference James 

Me. Stories, Ballads, Traditions and Folkways the Branch Cabell’s Let Lie). 


Southall Freeman. Crown. Nov. 11, 1949. 776p. Whatever may the merits this particular theory, 
$4.00. point that all this anthropological pencil-chewing and 


brow-knitting does nothing illuminate the folkstuff. 
All illuminates, one conjectures, the compiler’s un- 
easy recognition that his material stands formless. 
this conjecture correct, the compiler need not have 
worried: collection stories, jokes and songs just 
collection stories, jokes and songs. should allowed 
remain unashamedly that, and not whipped into 
sociologist’s omelette 

collection stories, jokes and songs should furnish 
amusement many. 
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The gargantuan anthological prowess Mr. Botkin now 
amatter public knowledge. Reviewers fear the men- 
tion his name, and readers Treasury American 
Folklore and Treasury New England Folklore will 
know what expect. The sleepless Mr. Botkin, the 
fyleaf warns us, now engaged Treasury Western 
Folklore. acquaintance his whose word 
obliged accept tells that his desk bulging with 
notes that can’t stuffed into the books. Douglas South- 
all Freeman, his foreword, says that “This 
carte book.” doesn’t say anything about indigestion. 
However, predicts that “you will come back it, Georgetown University Library, 


again and again,” and there, think, puts his finger Washington 
the main point. Nobody except Macaulay could read 


sitting, but reader with sufficient courage and 
Carmer, Carl. Dark Trees the Wind. Cycle 


Phillips Temple, 


vith the first 
was 
the 


son. obstinacy could finally, after series renewed attacks 

win page where the indexes begin, York State Years. Sloane Associates. Nov. 
irement, matter weeks months. 1949. 370p. $4.00. 

and If, the quotation the flyleaf avers, “legends and 
much the The book arranged under broad headings (With yarns and folk-tales are much part the real history 
the family Southern Accent; Southern Saga; Southern Story-Tellers; country proclamations and provisos and constitu- 
Concert Southern Folkways; and The Singing South) which are tional amendments” (Stephen Vincent Binet), and 
the split into more specific subdivisions such history important preserve things “little im- 


Loyalties,” “Buccaneers, Bandits and Bullies,” “Yarns 
and Tall Tales” and “Pleasures the Palate,” name 
only four out total fourteen such subdivisions. 
There wide variety the selections gathered: you will 
how the Maryland Free State gots its name; what 
means “freshened with the Lord”; how Daniel 


portance”, then this collection pieces the genial 
author Listen for Lonesome Drum must qualify 
New York State history. 

The author’s chief interest people rather 
amazing variety. describes with loving detail the 


the family 
where the 
best time 
leading the 


Boone fooled the Indians with knife-swallowing trick; and morals all kinds York Staters with 
record pearls wisdom from Huey Long; account how emphasis the Characters There Alonso White- 
whom crossed the ice written woman whose home perhaps America’s greatest embezzler 
ary she was sheltered after the ordeal; reminder that Sena- son and fellow townsman, whom Mr. Carmer 
ward Beauregard Claghorn while college was voted the takes more than pardonable pride. There the great 
ane, most likely secede, and was graduated “magnolia cum Cayuga Indian, who went Geneva get justice for 


his people. There the story the phrenological 
Fowlers; and absorbing incident about fifty bold 
Frenchmen lead zealous black robes escaping from the 
midst the Onondaga Nation ingenious ruse. 


pages, and 
who 
his voice 


laude”; fabulous encounter with Texas mosquitoes; the 
gastronomical delights afforded sowins, chitlins, cush, 
hoe cake and grits; the incredible ingredients that into 
the concoction love charms; the complexities moun- 
tain dialect; and the words (accompanied musical you might suspect, the emphasis for the most part 
notation) folksongs and ballads. And great deal the spectacular, both personages and events. Some 
the brief stories tacked the end each chapter— 
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160 Bowles Mian Smith Kane 


meant, suppose, the dry incisive stories that author’s imagination. The citizens little French 
acters” all regions tell—seem rather pointless and flat. decide turn old hotel into Rest Home for 
But for the most part, quite readable and engaging worked saints from heaven. About half dozen 
book—light, genial, full human interest. There are one fine afternoon response the prayers 
some wonderful nostalgic drawings John O’Hara Cos- people, and take residence there for summer. 
grave various York State localities, but unfortunately results are amusing and even hilarious. will 
they are not identified. All all this pleasant, read- pleasant hour relief reading for the mature 


able book for whiling away the long winter hours. 
Rev. Thomas Gavigan, St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Jesuit Novitiate, Washington, 
Wernersville, Pa. 
Smith, Allen. Went Thataway. Doubleday, 

Bowles, Paul. The Sheltering Sky. New Directions. 28, 1949. 256p. $2.75. 

Dec. 1949. 318p. $2.75. The “Low Man” has faithfully met his annual 


Whatever message the author intended from The Shelter- once again, and that should bring gleam joy the 
ing Sky I’m sure wouldn’t attempt interpret. While eyes those who thrive this sort “humor.” 
may pretend intonate some social moral they can curl under the Christmas tree 
tion, actually prowls off into the familiar old miasma and roar they tour the wild and wooly West with 
muck. And after just cursory leafing through its weird guide from Mt. Kisco. While these devotees will rave 
Sahara setting, overrun with weirder stock perverted about the heights which the raconteur reaches 


psycopaths, began feel slight touch dementia scribing the new, reconverted, West, hasten 
myself. assure one and all that the Smith formula has not been 


altered one iota. the same old familiar pattern, 
bare continuity the story centers about the Africa 
Port his pair gently adhered with all its vulgarisms and 


able features. However, this season you are expected 
dimensional sort creatures—and their dull-witted 


few pennies more for this bit sophisticated 
friend Tunner. The Moresbys’ purpose life seems aim- pay 
less enough, though the book jacket reassuringly explains 


that when they left New York had problem Kane, Harnett Queen New Orleans. Morrow. 


” 
solve together. Oct. 1949. 374p. $5.00. 
While her husband frets over abstracts, the local harlots, 
and surrealistic dreams, Kit enters into sordid and re- 
pugnant liaison with Tunner. During their trip Port 
contracts typhoid and dies lingering, tormented death 
military fort the edge Sba. Terrified, Kit leaves 
his body the ministrations profligate French lieu- 
tenant, who insists according him Catholic burial. 


Queen New Orleans is, think, disappointing. 
however, without its obvious uses—even the holdup 
price. The tourist trying kill murky Louisiana after 
noon fighting off the inevitable drowsiness the lobby 
the Roosevelt the St. Charles, the deck one 
the tourist boats, the woman waiting for the rain 
stop and for the fine restaurants open will find Hart 
Wandering alone the desert, Kit picked natives nett Kane’s romanticized narrative more diverting than 
and taken the inamorata gross Arab chieftain. anything she likely find the local newspapers 
When she escapes back civilization, her already teeter- the theatres with their hillbilly vaudeville 
ing mind completely shattered from the experience. The distributed movies. For the nicest pages Kane’s senti 
book ends the supposedly somber significant descrip- mental survey Delta history are those concerned with 
tion passing streetcar: the edge the Arab the time when the City the River had real individuality 
quarter the car, still loaded with people, made wide and when its daily duels over psychological and 


U-turn and stopped; was the end the line.” social trivia, its amiable friars assisting impetuous lovers, 
And believe me, after that ride Mr. Bowles’ imagina- gigantic masquerades—it more closely resembled 
tive trolley, was mighty tickled get off! Shakespeare’s Verona, the author’s telling least, than 
the modern city clip joints, inter-racial cam- 

Lois Slade, paigns, and Frankie Costello. 
Dubuque, lowa Mr. Kane has provided abundance mildly exciting 
anecdotes for the candy box trade: most these could 


turned into the more sensationalized pattern the 
Mian, Mary. The Merry Miracle. Houghton, Mif- historical novel; many them have Kane’s 
flin. Oct. 25, 1949. $2.00. macassar style appropriate the material, but rarely 
retreat master once gave conference based the does give the liveliness good history the 
following imaginary situation: happened chance that ent life which one may find even trashy 
ten the great saints boarded the same railroad car multitude flabby rhetorical questions, the endless 
route their various good works. Their differences lation soliloquies his semi-fictional, 
temperament and outlook were sharply contrasted. Imag- characters, the coy parroting local French idiom, and 
ine for example the Little Flower and St. Benedict Joseph the overweening tendency underscore every line 
Labre the same seat. The Merry Miracle based potential humor pathos with literary smirk frequently 
the same idea, but here humor takes precedence over spoil good material. His naked sentimentality likely 
instruction. Its saints are entirely the product the embarrassing those readers who the moment 
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character event the kind that has found favor with 


that the Ursuline, Madeleine Harchard, 


whose diary quoted Kane such way indi- 
(pre-Stromboli) Ingrid Bergman; the account the 
conflict between two Capuchins, the amiable 
Pere Dagobert and the ascetic Padre Cirillo, which 

with the coy tolerance calendar art featuring 
monks and flowing wine; delicate examination the 


mores the early city when young sons were indulged 
semi-permanent premarital liasons with mulatto beau- 
ties bred for the purpose, relationship that frequently 
continued after the youngster took white wife—all told 
tearfully and without the sniggering sensation that some 
recent fictioneers have brought this fruitful subject; 
rather exciting description the yellow fever epidemics 
the years before the Civil War—much the best thing 
the book. 


This combination guide book and compendium tales 
for idle tourists suffers not only from the maudlin attitude 
and lavender style ,but also from comparison with the 
sphisticated asperity The Proper Bostonians. suppose 
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joy the 
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and chuckk 
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cated wit. “city” book the last two years has been working 
under the handicap set Cleveland Amory. empha- 

the provincialism Boston, Amory gave the sub- 

Morrow. ject his book urbane universality. seriously in- 


the cosmopolitan sophistication New Orleans, 
Kane makes seem corny. 


The book acceptable for adults and oriented adolescents. 


John Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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